
Greetings teachers, here is the Literacy Vitamin for the week.       December 8th 2017 

  
ELA Monthly Pacing Guide: November and December 

Domain: Writing-Text Types and Purpose    

Essential Practice-Expressive and Written Language  
Children will continue working in journals to draw, label, and tell stories. 

Teachers will continue to write childrne’s stories. 

Teachers will work with samll groups to support drawing and dication of stories. 

 

As you plan and implement instruction be mindful about how to meet the needs of diverse learners and 

children for whom English is a second language. As you continue to roll out journals you may need scaffolds 

and supports so all children can access this essential practice. Props, story starters, and speaking in a child’s 

first language are some tools you can use to help children start to draw and then tell their story.   

   

 Story props and prompts. This can be a basket with small pictures or objects that are familiar, such as 

toys, animals, people and places. You can include a picture of the child and their family. 

 Children often draw first when they have an idea in their head, and then dictate.  But you can also help 

them tell their story orally with props, then have them draw, and then you write.   You can also tell 

the story orally with props, write it down, and then have the child draw.  

 Scaffold as much as is needed. If the child picks the subject you can provide the verb and then help 

them pick the object. 

o Child says: “I (the child) am playing.” Teacher: “… with what?” Child: …”my doll”. Teacher says 

and writes: “I am playing with my doll.” 

 Use story starters: 

o Who-who (the characters) is in your story? Is it about you? 

o What – what is your story about? A familiar experience such as playing in the park, playing a 

game or sports, grocery shopping, a visit to the doctor or dentist. 

o Where- where does this story take place? At home, at school, in the pool? 

 Speak in the child’s first language if possible and then translate the story into English. Read back the 

story in the first language and then read back the story in English. It is important for children to hear 

their words out loud.  

                   
If you are crafty you can make story stones (also on Etsy) or create a basket with familiar objects and/or pictures. We are 

happy to help create a story prop basket with you.  

Valerie, Heidi, and Lisa 


